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Reflections fRom the 
Living Room 


Today is Haster Sunday. We had 
the best meal I can remember at 
the Catholic Worker today. ,A11 
the food was home-made and fresh. 
Almost everyone had a hand in 
making some part in making it but 
Kari and Marianne were the chief 
cooks. We had turkey with stuff- 
ing, ham, mashed potatoes, baked 
beans, muffins, creamed corn, 
clam chowder and five .different 
kinds of pie. 

The most beautiful part about 
the meal was when and how we re- 
ceived the food. Friday morning 
we all wondered if we would eat 
at all this weekend. We not only 
ate we ate well! The meat was 
given to us on Friday and Satur- 
day. The bread was given to us 
late Friday night and Saturday 
morning. The potatoes and salad 
were given to us on Saturday by 
two different friends of the 
house. The clam chowder; corn, 
baked beans, pie fillings and 
muffins were Easter morning 
gifts. We could not have planned 
the meal better than our friends 
provided on this the Feast of Our 
Lord's Resurrection. So many peo- 
ple brought exactly what we needed 
to make Easter a true feast for 
all who gathered at our table to- 
day. 

I am struck that what I have 
written must sound cory and 
trite, but I will not apologize 
for the words I use to express 
my experience today. Friday our 
concer centered on the fact that 
we had nothing to share any day 
of this holiday weekend, Not 
having food for an Easter feast 
was the least of our concerns. 
On Friday we would have been 
happy just to eat. 

We don't purchase food, unless 
we receive money earmarked for 
food, because many people feel 
more comfortable giving food than 
money and we are usually short on 
money. The multiplication of 
loaves and fishes occurs daily at 
the Catholic Worker, although 
rarely as spectacularly as it did 
today. The multiplication of dol- 
lars and cents is simply not a 
Catholic Worker charism, 

All the food we receive is 
shared, When we have good food, 
we all eat well. When we have 
only leftovers, we all eat left- 
overs or we share soup made of 
leftovers. When we have little, 
we eat less, 

Today we shared our gifts with 
nearly fifty people. We ran out 
of plates and out of room, but not 
out of food’ At every table, on 
every sofa, on the floors and on 
the porch, we shared this Easter 
feast. The children, of course, 
ate little because Kari, Marla and 
Marianne were Easter bunnies on 
Saturday night. 

’ Another blessing has preoceu- 
pied me lately, The fine weather 
we have enjoyed has brought on an 
extreme case of spring fever. In 
the attic of the Mgsr..ligutti 
house I have 64 tomato and 32 pep- 
per plants. Many of the tomato 
plants have come up strong and 


SS 


healthy. The pepper plants are, 
for the most part, still strugel- 
ing to make their appearances. 
The tulips, daffodils and iris I 
planted last fall are also coming 
up. : 
After work each day I am greeted 
by the tulips, daffodils and iris. 
Giving each plant an encouraging 
word or two and checking to see if 
any others- have made themselves 
known, I am immediately cheered 

no matter how gruelling my day may 
have been. Then, usually even be- 


fore changing, I bound to the 


attic to see the tomatoes and the 
peppers. I stand in awe of each 
Plant as it grows. Sometimes I 
can even measure a days growth, 
Daily I check on their progress, 
marvelling at their strength as 
they push through the dirt and 
their responsiveness to the water 
and the sun. 

Saturday we began to dig up our 


garden plot. We even planted peas 
to add to the vegetable plant col- 
lection. Soon these too will co- 
vet my attention. The garden was 
such a relaxing and wholesome bles- 
sing to me last yéar that I am an- 
Xxious to get a start on it this 
spring. . 

The blessings I share today are 
passing and not particularly impor- 
tant in-and-of themselves, but my 
recognition and response to the 
blessings are of the utmost impor- 
tance. In times of despair I never 
dwell on whether or not God exists. 
It's what God exists for that vex- 
es me. Clinging to days of abun- 
dant blessing, the faithful re- 
sponse, is like reaching out to a 
mirage. The elusiveness of bless- 
ings only serves to heighten my 
frustration and confirms my feel- 
ings of powerlessness. I react 
with a flurry of activity attempt- 
ing to prove that I am not power- 
less and that God is just. (Just 
according to my definition of 
course.) If the days of blessing 
are akin to the Resurrection, the 
days of despair must be akin to 
the Crucifixion. 

Cling to the Cross? Must I 
search for meaning in my despair? 
All I want to do is get out of it. 
My desperate scurrying denies the 
necessity of the crucifixion. 
"Faith, you say? What I need is 
a 48 hour day!" . Just as Peter 
walked on the water until he real- 
ized that his waiking was not de-= 
pendent on himself, I sink emotion- 
ally realizing my powerlessness 
before the issues raised by those. 
I encounter daily. 


f A magniticent anc moving reromnance 


— Pate Seeger 


Riveung two mon drama bare bones bnibant theatre 
~ New Age Magazine 
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(ould Stearns 


Acclaimed by audiences trom Los Angelus to Landon 


Rejoice in the Resurrection? 
But I just climbed out of my own 
pit. I'm rejoicing in simply being 
on an even keel and even this feels 
tenuous. The Crucifixion casts a 
shadow on my Resurrection, ; 
Without days like today my days 
of despair might never be brightened 
by the rays of hope. I would never 
be able to recognize and accept the 
blessings of this or any other Easter 
day. * 
If I can take my experience today 
to my days of despair, then I can say 
I accepted the blessings of today. 
Each time I experience that chaos of 
busy-ness and stop to acknowledge 
my feelings of powerlessness I accept 


the blessings of today a bit more. 


I have only recognized the blessings. 


I have not begmm to struggle with - 
acceptance, That time shall come 
when my blessings offend me and my 
suffering drives me. 

Today the Catholic Worker commmity 
and all who shared with us were 
richly blessed but the fruit of these 
blessings shall be revealed when we 
struggle to remember. On days that 
we have no food to give and none to 
serve, On days when the flurry of 
activity feels the safest but it's 
either stop or drop. On days when 
the only plant in the house falls on 
the carpet and the vacuum cleaner 
still isn't fixed. On days when din- 
ner is late and the phone is ringing 
off the hook. These are the days 
that the blessings must be accepted 
or, if not affirmatively accepted, 
rejected, 


by Denna Henderson 
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~ ennouncemenss 


‘ NEEDS 


On Friday, April 18, at > Our list for needs continues to 
e 8:30 (after mass) there will Ye remain relatively small but 
be a meeting for anyone from WE NEED FOOD!!! It's hard to stress 


enough how much this is needed. 

We also need garden tools. As 

a side, if anyone has yarn that 

they won't use please send it to 

Cindy Blake. I've been making 5 
scarves etc,, for people during 

the winter months. It'd be great ~ 
if I could have a stack ready for next 


any peace group in Iowa to 
attend. This meeting will 

be to set up a commmications 
network and to see if there are 
ways to unite our individual 
efforts. All ame welcome and 
encouraged to come, Contact 
Carmen Trotta at (515)243-0765 


if there are any questions or winter. 
details that need clearing up. Anyway, again,WE NEED FOOD!!! 
The meeting is at 1317 8th St, 


In the last issue of Via Pacis 
we printed a list of those impri- 
soned for conscience sake. We 
omitted at least one and 
we thank Mary Rider for informing 
us. His name is Patrick O'Neill a 
and he's a member of the Pershing , 
Plowshares. You can write to him at: 


Patrick O'Neill 
#03831-018 
FPC Box 150160 


Seed lakewood station 
Atlanta, GA 30315 
: al Than 
4 If you want to prevent the Iowa p Spec ia 2 Aa k a 
© National Guard going to Honduras 
« please call or write your state 
representatives. If you would like to George Stell who has 
to help by passing out petitions to so graciously, again, provided 7 
your friends write to: us with 2 cover designe 4 
" 
Honduran Petitions/K. Fisher DMCW 
Box 4551 
Des Moines, IA 50306 
, 
7 
a> @ 
Tax Day, April 15, is fast approaching. . 
We at the Catholic Worker are corre- 
lating efforts with the lowa Peace Net- We have Mass every Friday night A 
work, At 11:00 people will gather at 7:30. Come join us in our 
at St. Paul's Episcopal Church at celebration! It's a great way 
815 High St. There will be a time i to visit the Catholic Worker. J 
of prayer. At 11:30 we will go to , Please stop by and visit our 
the Federal building and have a vigil new house. ‘ 


outside as well as a presente” at 
the 1.R.S. office and at the Senator's 
offices. At 1:00 we will meet at the : 

: - MASS April 4, 1986 
Capitol and meet with another group and me ie 
have a vigil and then we will disperse 


c to the various post offices to leaflet. VIA PACIS is published every two 
In the moming there will be people months by the Des Moines Catholic 
leafletting the main post office while Worker, P.O. Box 4551, Des Moines 
the rest of the vigil is taking; place. Towa (50306), Telephone (515) 
Please join us. For more information 243-0765 or 243-7471, We main- 
call Cindy Blake at (515)243-0765 tain Iazarus Hospitality House. 


or 288-6420. 


1317 Eighth Street, a temporary 
shelter for women, couples, and 
families, and Monsignor Ligutti 
Library and Peace and Justice 
2 seenter, 1301 Eighth Street, 
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We noticed in the last few 
issues of Via Pacis that we have 
neglected to include a community 
article. This will let you know © 
what the Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community is up to. 

Cindy Blake-Cindy has been busy 
making quilts and afghans and winter 
scarves for the guests. She's been 
involved in hospital visits and 
putting Via Pacis together. She's 
also been teaching a class at her 
church on homelessness in Des Moines 
and what should be the Christian 
response. 

Wendy Bobbitt-Wendy is officially 
pregnant and is due in September! 
We’re all very excited about this 
event. Wendy has also been staffing 
the Jeanette Rankin shelter as well 
as the Catholic Worker. She takes 
care of Luke, her son, as well, 
Wendy is a real asset to the com- 
munity. 

Kari Fisher-Kari keeps us informed 
of the many resistance actions 
going on. She recently went to 
Canada to bring Nicaraguan coffee 
into the States. There were a few 
snags that prevented this but we 
won't go into them here. Kari is 
really an asset in keeping up with 
resistance news. 

Jim Harrington-Jim is maintaining 
our houses as usual. Lately he's 
been a plumber in all three houses. 
He certainly wants to be able to 
switch hats fast. He recently went 
to his daughters graduation from 
college and took a weeks vacation. 
Jim seems to hold our commmity 
together. 

Donna Henderson-Donna was able to 
take a week retreat. This seems 
to be a miracle as she continues 
to balance working at Legal Aid and 
taking the house here at the C.W. 
Donna is also very involved in her 
parish. She's much appreciated 
there and here, 


Patti McKee-Patti has been very in- 
volved with the Jeanette Rankin 
shelter, Patti is on a short vaca- 
tion right now. She has also 
worked on many crocheting items for 
different people. She's kept busy 
between here and the shelter. Her 
abilities are appreciated, 

Judith Reeh-Judith spends a majority 
of her time at the Iowa Peace Net- 
work, ‘She takes the house here. 
Judith is from West Germany and 

is here at I.P.N. as a Brethren 
Volunteer, She's at the Catholic 
Worker to experience community 
life. She's a joy to have around 
so that we can learn from her 

as well. 

Norman Searah-Norman remains faith- 
ful to the house. He gathers our 
mail-and this makes him very pop- 
ular-and he takes care of our 
laundry. He's still working on 
getting a truck and he's also keeping 
in touch with the guys that live on 
the tracks. He brings them blankets 
and toiletries. Norman's good heart 
is much appreciated and needed here, 
Carmen Trotta-Carmen continues to 
read to keep abreast of the world 
Situation. He's very welcome on 

the house. He watches the men's 
shelter twice a week. Carmen keeps 
busy. He's taking a weeks vacation 
soon to go home and visit his family 
in New York. 

Well, that's the Catholic Worker 
community, We're all doing more than 
what's mentioned but we wanted to 
highlight. Thanks for supporting 
us in your prayers and in other 
ways. he 


The DMCW 


Marianne Stewart is a return 
volunteer, She left us for awhile 
to help people in another place 
but she's returned. Already she's 
helped with meals and wants to 
scrub and wax all the floors in two 
houses, She's living with us at 

‘ Corrie House, 
lr; hu te to We at the Catholic Worker 
appreciate our volunteers ver much, 
Nothing I could write could adequately 
express how much these people have 
Ve 7 '. teers _ meant to us in the past months. We 
oO Ur Say again, thank-you to Marla, Jim 


and Marianne, 


The past few months the Catho- 
lic Worker has been richly blest 
with Marla Wells, Jim Madison and 
Marianne Stewart. 

Marla has been volunteering 
almost daily. She usually helps 
cook lunch and supper. Marla 
takes time to talk with most of 
our guests and she listens to 
community members as well. Marla 
even makes home-made dog biscuits 
for Blackie and feeds her brewers 
yeast tablets so that Blackie won't 
get fleas. : 

Marla was introduced to the 
Worker through a friend of the 
house that "hangs out" here alct. 
Marla seemed a bit hesitant at 
first but warmed up very quickly. 

Recently Marla wasn't able to be 
with us for awhile due to some 
health problems. We felt it. We 
had to prepare meals by ourselves 
for the first time in about two 
months, Talk about being spoiled 
by a volunteer. 

Jim Madison comes in at least 
once a week. He fixes some of our 
broken items, visits with community 
members-questions our reasons for 
our beliefs, Jim helps cook, give 
out food and sometimes even does 
dishes, Most and best of all Jim 
plays cribbage to help keep us g 
sane, or at least to keep me sane, 3 


S On Op ofS 


I was prompted to write this 
article because of a conversation 
I had with a friend. My friend 
Was extremely frustrated from having 
a talk with some very staunch 
Fundamentalists, My friends frus- 
tration came from not knowing how 
to address or answer their questions 
conceming the arms race and the 
Christian response, 

I feel qualified to respond to 
this Fundamentalist question be- 
cause I grew up-in a Baptist, Fun- 
damentalist tradition. I still 
consider myself a fundamentalist 
in my basic beliefs but I feel that 
the Fimdamentalist has one major 
weak spot that needs addressing. 
That spot is, "What do we do with 
those individuals/nations that 
we call enemies?" As you're 
probably aware, the Fundamentalist 
supports nuclear armament and an 
expanded defense because of those 
“commies." If we let the "commies" 
in, the United States will become 
a heathen nation-so, what I pro- 
pose to do is try to answer these 
questions from what I consider to 
be a Biblical, Christian, point 
of view. 

Let me address the first ques- 
tion, “What about the communists?" 
When I was in 4th grade, I was told 
that the communists were evil, 
atheistic, Christian-hating people 
and that if they were able to 
take over the U.S. I would be 
torn apart by wild horses for their 
perverse pleasure. Obviously 
this thought instilled much fear 
in my little girl heart. For 
years 1 supported any defense 
so that this wouldn't happen to 
me or those I loved. Let me tell 
you now how I changed in my beliefs 
regarding the “commies," 

It's hard to put this in any 
chronological order, so I won't, 
but I believe this was the pattem 
of my "conversion." I first 
realized that there were Christians 
in Russia, and that the Church there, 
despite persecution, was growing 
more rapidly than any in the U.S. 


I thought to myself, "Would I 


kill a Christian brother, orssister?" 
My dniswerwas yO, “bechuse thise 
people that live in this communist 
country are still part of my Chris- 
tian community. They are a part of 
& community that Jesus asks us to 
forgive and love because He has 
loved them and they are our brothers 
and sisters in Hin, 

Well, if I couldn't Leuinil fy 
Christian brother 
I ask someone else to? Keep in 
mind that many civilians are killed 
in wars because of bombing now. 

In the past you might have been 
able to say that you would only kill 
another soldier but with conven- 
tional weapons this is no longer 
true, 

My second area of conversion 
Came after reading the scriptures, 

I focused on the gospels, My 

line of thought was-I am a Chris- 
tian-this means I am to follow the 
example of my Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Well, Jesus Said many things 
in the gospels. The two lessons 

He taught emphatically were-Love 

the Lord your God with all your 
heart, mind and soul and love 

your neighbor as yourself-do unto 
others as you would have them do unto 
you. He also said, Love your ene- 
mies, do good to those who persecute 
you and if someone slaps you on one 
cheek offer them the other as well, 

As I've said in previous articles- 
Jesus’ words apply not only to 
individuals but to nations as well, 

It seemed to me a logical pro- 
gression to think 1) I'm to love the 
Lord my God with all my heart, mind 
and soul and to follow His example in 
Christ; 2) ifs mete do thas , then 


-I'm to love my enemies and do 


good to those who persecute me, 

So, if the communists are my enemies 
I should pray for them and not 

fight them or fund the military to 
fight them because I'm supposed to 
love them as Jesus does, Jesus 
didn't fight his Persecutors, He 
forgave them, 

I also started looking at my fear 
and some verses’stuck out. I John 
4318-21 
if someone says, " I love God and 
hates his brother (some commmists), 


or sister, how could 


"Perfect love casts out fear... 


he is a liar; for one who does not love 


him whom he has seen, cannot love God 
whom he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from Him, that 
the one who loves God should love 

his brother also." Jesus said love 
your enemiest! It's a perverse love 
that wants to bomb our enemies, 

Let me now address the concept 
of defense. 

Behind the concept of defense is 
the idea that we are "protecting what 
is ours, what we worked for," 

What are we defending? It seems to 
me that the first thing we say we 
(the U.S.) are "defending" is our 
country, the land it involves. 
Well, I don't feel that this is a 
legitimate reason for defense. 
After all, "the earth is the Lords 
and all therein." Psalm 24:1 
Besides, how can anyone logically 
own land, You can't move it. 

Secondly, most Fundamentalists 
say that we are defending a way of 
life. Yes, the U.S. is defending 
a way of life-but let's look at 
that way of life. We exploit 


third-world nations for our 

economic benefit, we place first- 
strike weapons in European countries 
where a majority of the populace 
doesn't want them, a divorce rate 

of 50%, a way of life where one in 


nine White Americans are poor and 

one in three Black and native Americans 
are poor and one in four Hispanics | 
are poor (Bishops economic pastoral, 
paragraph 179), We're supporting a 
way of life where child abuse, rape, 
and pornography are rampant, where 
women are paid less than men, in many 
cases, for the same job, where 70% 

of the budget goes to the military 

in various forms, while people in 

this nation go hungry and the 
President wants to continue to cut 
back on benefits to the poor, Is 

this a way of life that we want to 
defend? 


There are many good things about 
the U.S. For instance, the freedon 
I have to write this article, 

What I challenge you to do is look 
at the price that we, the Uniteq 
States, cost the world ecologi- 
cally and economically to maintain 
our technological and free world. 

In the face of evil or injustice 
there are methods of non-violent 
resistance, We are to resist 
injustice (Isa, 58)-this does not 
mean violently. We can be aggressive 
and assertive without violence. 


Furthérmore, in Luke 6:32, 33 
Jesus says, "And if you love those 
who love you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners love 
those that love them. And if you do 
good to those who do good to you, 
what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same." In Romans 
it goes on to say in chapter 12 not 
to be conformed to this world but 
to be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. We all too often 
conform to many things we shouldn't 
because it's easier and we don't 
want to suffer the consequences. 

We must realize that God is the 
ultimate authority and we need to 
obey His law above that of the 

state and His law is the law of love. 

If we claim to be Christians we 
are to forgive. We can only do this 
through the love of Christ which is 
in us. Only Jesus in us can forgive 
and overcome our fear. My pastor, 
Alan Hendrickson, recently finished 
his doctoral dissertation, in which 
he wrote, "Spiritual love desires 


only to serve, therefore it loves its: 


enemy. ‘Spiritual love knows that 
Christ stands in between." Put this 
quote in the context of community. 
Christ stands between us and our 
Christian brothers and sisters, 
wherever they may be, bringing 

us together, Jesus is there be- 
tween us and the communists, for- 
giving them as He forgives us. 

Jesus brings the entire Christian 
community in the world together with 
His love and forgiveness. 

There were still a few quirks to 
work out because I still had some 
fear as to what would I do or ad- 
vocate should the U.S. be invaded 
by the U.S.S.R? It was at this point 
that I realized and am still trying 
to ingrain into myself that Jesus 
is Lord and is in control of this 
earth. I had to realize that He 
is our defense. There is no shame 
in running when someone is about 
to hit you. 
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‘“Yeieddn ‘tbe the abbVe"metHods of 
resistance if you're concerned about 
the military and nuclear issues as 
well. Write letters to your Senators 
and Congress representatives. Make 
phone calls-for instance, anyone in 
Towa shouild call Senators Harkin and 
Grassley and tell them to vote no 
on Contra Aid, Keep educated. 
Rallies help to become more edu- 
cated, but most anything you would 
need to know is right in your news- 
paper. Peaceful protests let 
policy makers know how you feel. 

Do something active with the poor 
so that you can understand the 
issues they deal with and so that 
you can understand how budget cuts 
to social programs and how giving 
more to the military affects people. 

Civil Disobedience (c.d.) is also 
a peaceful means, but one must be - 
willing to accept the consequences 
for an action. Methods of c.d. 
would be like going to a military 
base or nuclear facility and going 
on it without permission, not  _ 
paying your federal-taxes and let- 
ting the government know this and 
why. These actions can and do 
entail jail time for expressing 
your consvience as Jesus did. 
Jesus did not directly teach many 
of the methods of active, assertive, 
non-violent resistance, but I don't 
find that the gospel conflicts 
with any of then. 3 

In conelusion let's keep in mind 
that as Christians we are to love 
God fully and through that love and 
devotion we are to serve others. 
Fundamentalists do not disagree with 
this, but they*re too narrow in 
knowing who their neighbor is. 
When we serve others we get into a 


‘variety of social concerns and fears 


Earlier in this article I mentioned and we have to deal with these things 


that I would deal with questions 
and Christian response. It's time 
to deal with viable Christian 
response. I apply this, in some 
instances, to what I call active, 
assertive, non-violent resistance, 

As a Fundamentalist ] was taught 
to totally comply with government 
expectations. There was no question 
about this, no questioning as to 
whether or not what the government 
was doing was within scriptural 
principles. Following are examples 
and some methods of resistance. 

Let me start simply on this point 
and give an example. Let's look 
at the Hormel strike, From my 
understanding there is a wage dis- 
pute, but more importantly there's 
a safety factor involved for Hormel 
employees. One-third of the em- 
ployees are or have been injured due 
to the fact that Hormel isn't up. 
to safety standards and the machinery 
used isn't up to standard either, 
I'm not sure of the exact statistic 
but I believe that there is a signi- 
ficantly higher chance of injury at 
Hormel than any other meat operation. 

The question is, "How does one 
as a Christian show solidarity with 
Hormel workers?" There are a few 
methods. One is to boycott Hormel 
products in the grocery store, and 
not to eat at fast-food places such 
as Burger King that uses Hormel 
products. When you boycott, to be 
more effective, write a letter to 
the Hormel board of directors and 
tell them why you're boycotting, or 
make a phone call. Keep educated 
on a topic-for instance the Camp- 
bell boycott recently ended after 
eight years. These corporations 
do care if you buy their products 
so let them know what you think- 
especially if they are involved in 
exploiting third-world countries. 


in Jesus’ love. More directly to 

the military and defense question 

I just have to say that Jesus said, 
“Love your enemies." He can't put 

it any more simply than that. It 
isn't simplistic because truly loving 
your enemy takes a lifetime of con- 
version but we must choose to con- 
vert and let the Holy Spirit show 

us the way to God's peace with His 


people all over the world. 


a ee ar ES Se 


The general aim of the Catholic 
Worker Movement is to realize in 
society(as well as the individual) 
the teachings of Christ, especially 


as found in the Sermon on the Mcunt 
(Matt, 5:3-7:27)and in the the call 
to solidarity with the needy(Matt, 
25:31-46), 

Before we can begin 
we have to examine our 


this task 
society as it 


is now, and see what we need to do 
to bring it into line with those 
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teachings, 

If we do this, we find that our 
society is unjust in the following 
ways: 

IN ECONOMICS-=-kecause the guiding 
principle is production for profit 
and because production determines 
needs, In addition, the labor of 
some maintains others in idleness. 
This non-producing class systemat— 
‘fcally robs the workers of the 
wealth they have produced over and 
‘above what is needed for their bare 
maintenance, 

A just society would provide the 
necessities of life for everybody. 
The common good, rather than profit, 
would determine what would be 
produced. Furthermore, the workers 
would control the fruits of their 
labor, “From each according to her 
or his ésility, to each according 
to her or his need," 

IN PSYCHOLOGY--because capitalist 
society fails to consider the whole 
nature of the human being. Rather, 
it regards people solely as items in 


the expense sheets of employers, 
Profit alone determines what kind 
of work they will do; hence the 
deadly routines of assembly lines, 
Women are placed on the lowest 
rungs of this ladder, whether’ as 
cheap-labor or as sexual commodities 
and consumers of ineécéssary articles, 
Because nurturing qualities are less 
profitable than domineering ones, 
they’ are not allowed to shine forth. 

In a just. society, the question 
would be whether a certain kind of - 
work was in accord with human dig- 
nity and wholeness, not whether it 
would bring a profit. 

IN SOCIAL RELA TIONSHIPS—-because 
capitalism is maintained by class 
warfare, Since the employer wants to 
buy labor as cheaply as possible, 
while the worker wants to sell the 
same labor as dearly as possible, 
there is an obvious conflict between 
them which can only be overcome when 
classes cease to exist, Furthermore, 
the employer class fosters division 
among people along lines other than 
purely economic ones, in order to 
maintain its dominance, 

Thus, races are pitted against one 
another, the olé@ and children are 
kept out of sight, and lesbians and 
gay men are denied any status whatever 
by church and: society. Throughout, 

men are dominant over women, The 
result is a violent society made 

even more so by the State's empha- 

sis on implements of war instead 

of on human well-being, 

In a just society, there would 
be no classes, People would perform 
different functions, but there would 
no longer exist. an employer /wage- 
earner rélationship, We would rejoice 
in God's gifts, those given to us 
all to be shared, and those given to 
individuals and groups which. demon- 
strate our infinite variety, 

IN ITS RELATIONSHIP TO NATURE-~ 
because it has strayed from the 
Biblical ideal of caring for naturel 
resources rather than exploiting 
them for profit. In this we have 
failed to learn from thae who 
preceded us on this continent, 

Our misuse of fertile agricultural 
land, our poisoning of the environ- 
ment, our selfish insistence on using 
up non-renewable resources, and in 
particular our folly in continuing 

to ignore the dangers of nuclear 
power(chiefly because of its inti- 
mate connection with the war industry) 
are grave offenses against God's 
creation, 

In a just society, human beings 
would live in harmony with the rest 
of nature, and all would join together 
in praise of their Creator, 

WE SEE THE GROWING NUMBER OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND POWER PLANTS AS 
THE CLEAREST SIGN OF THE DIRECTION 
OF OUR AGE. It is a denial of the 
right of people to life itself,’ and, 
by implication, a denial of God, : 
There is a direct economic and moral 


ATHOLIC WOI 


connection between the arms race and 
destitution. In the words of the 
Second Vatican Council, "The arzis 
race is an utterly treacherous trap 
for humanity, and one which injures 
the poor to an intolerable degree," 
We believe nuclear energy to bea 
demonic force which human beings have 
no right to use for any purpose, 

Neither the capitalist democracies, 
the social democracies, nor the 
bureaucratic centralist so-called 
socialist states pursue the common 
good, since as a consequence of their 
basic principles they either legally 
impose or economically support 
violations of justice and charity, 
Each fosters the ever- 
power of the State; as a result, 
there is a genuine lack of control 
over any consistent movement toward 
even a human, much less a Christ- 
centered world, 

THEREFORE, TO ACHIEVE A JUST 
SOCIETY ACCORDING TO THE NORMS 
PROPOSED BY THE POPES AND GENERAL 
COUNCILS, WE ADVOCATE A COMPLETE 
REJECTION of the present social 
order and a non-violent revolution 
to establish an order more in accord 
with Christian truth. We envision a 
social order based on St, Thomas 
Aquinas" doctrine of the common good, 
in which the freedom and dignity of 
the whole person is fostered, and 
the good of each person is ound to 
the good of the whole community. 

This can only be done by direct 
means, Since political means have 
failed, and will .continue to fail, 
as a method for bringing about such 
a society, 

We believe, therefore, in PERSONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, in the aecessity for 
all of us to take on ourselves the 
task of changing conditions personally 
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to whatever extent we can, By estab-~ 
lishing houses of hospitality, we 
take care of as many of those in need 
as we can by ourselves, rather than 
turning them over to the impersonal 
“charity of the State, We do not do 
so to"patch up the wrecksof the 
capitalist gystem," but rather because 
there is always a shared responsibi- 
lity for injustice, and the call to 
minister to our sisters and brothers 
transcends any consideration of econ- 
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omics, Catholic tradition teaches us 
that what anyone possesses beyond 
basic necessities does not. belong 
to him or her, but rather to those 
who are without it. 

We believe in COMMUNITY as a 
potent remedy for the isolation 
and spiritual destitution that is 
so common today. We try to live to- 


gether simply, striving for a 
voluntary poverty and dispossessing 
ourselves of superfluous goods, to 
bear witness against the consumerism 
of industrial society. We recall the 
early Christians, who lived in common 
and shared their goods, following _ 
St. Paul's instruction, "Let your 
abundance supply their want(2Cor. 
8:14)." We have both responsibilities 


and limits in our use of material 
' possessions, Christ came to teach 


that the spirit of poverty is the 
way to the Kingdom(Luke 18:24-25), 
The freedom created by such a life 
can Open up opportunities for personal 
lJiveration that serve as a basis for - 
our efforts toward liberation on-a 
larger scale(lJohn 2:15-17)., 

We believe in SEPARATION from the 
present system so far as each is able, 
‘We reject the State, the parties and 


prisons, flags and armies that main- 
tain it, and its dehumanizing effects, 
such as mass production in industry 
and education, large hospitals, agri- . 
business, and impersonal bureaucracies, 
We refuse to take part.in the idolatry 
of “patriotic” zituals, Instead, we 
favor the establishment of a DECEN-- 
TRALIZED pCONOMy based on the prin- 
ciple of free associations which will 
dispense with *the State as we know 
dete 

We believe in WORKER CONTROL of 
the means of production and distri- 
bution, as distinct from nationaliz- 
ation, This is to be accomplished by 
decentralized cooperatives and the 
elimination of a distinct employer 
class. It is revolution from below 
and not, as political revolutions 
are, from above, It calls for uni- 
versal ownership of property as a 
steppingstone to a CHRISTIAN COMMUNISM 
that will be in accord with the example 
of the Apostles(Acts 2:42-47)and with 
the Christian teaching of detachment 


from material goods, When realized, 
it will express itself in common 
control, and the concept of ewner- 
ship as we know it will be meaning- 
less. ; 

We believe in the complete 
EQUALITY of all women and men as 
Sisters and brothers created by 
a loving God, All prejudice is 
blasphemy; all injustice is sacri- 
lege, for God's image is incarnate 
in us all, andJesus' death on the 
Cross has redeemed us all(Gal, 3:28). 
We come to Iod freely or not at all 
and it is not the place of anyone or 
any institution to force any faith 
on anyone else, 

We believe further that the revo- 
lution that is to be pursied in our- 
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Fritz Eichenberg 


selves and in society must be NON- 
VIOLENT, Otherwise it will proceed 
by force and use means that are evil 
and which will never be outgrown, 
They will then determine the en? of 
the revolution, and that end will 


again be coercion and tyranny. We 
reject the use of evil means for 

any end whatsoever, for we helieve 
that Christ went beyond natural 
ethics and the 01d Dispensation in 
matters of force and war and taught 
non-violence as a way of life(Matt, 
26:52), When we set ourselves against 
tyranny and injustice, we must do so 
by spiritual means and by non-cooper- 
ation. Refusal to pay taxes, refusal 
to register for the draft, refusal 

to take part in civil-defense drills, 
non-violent strikes, boycotts, and 
occupations, symbolic actions and 
prayer are all means that may be 

used in this pursuit of justice, We 
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must be prepared to suffer for the 
good of all, to take on suffering for 
others instead of inflicting it on 
them; but we may not demand of others 
suffering we are unwilling to under- 
take(John 15:13), 

We see this as an era of great 
doubt and anxietys In response, we, 
as a lay movement, seek our strength 
and direction in CiLT, the beauty of 
regular prayer and liturgy; in OCULTIRE, 


the study of Scripture and of the tradi- 


tion and teaching of thé Church ana 
applying them to the modern condition, 
and the indoctrination of others with 
the fruit of our study; and CULTIV..- 
TIO", manual lakor so as to keep our 
stisy from becoming idle speculation. 
Thus nourished and directed, our 
efforts to perform our duty as 
Christians range widely, from feeding 
the hungry to occupying military sites. 
We believe that success, as the 
world determines it, is not the 
criterion by which a movement should 
be judged(Rom, 12:2). We must be 
prepared to face seeming failure. 
The most iwportant thing is that we 
adhere to Christian values, which ° 
transcend time, On the last day we 
will be asked for an accounting, not 
as to whether those values succeeded, 
as the world judges success (though 
we hope and@ trust that they will), 
but as to whether we remained true 
to them, even against the world, 


In honor of the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker 10th Anniversary we are 
reprinting Catholic Worker Posi- 
tions". In our next five issues 

we will include "C.W. Positions 
Explained" by Richard Cleaver. 


Resistance 


by John Wolpe 
as told to ' 
Cinda Blake 


‘to be good. 
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“We hammer the covers and tracks‘ 
of these missile silos to make them 
useless, to begin the procéss of 
disarmament, to offer our lives in 
hope to make it easier for people 
' We express our solidarity, 
our love and concern for all peoples, 
friends and foes, with whom-we are 
destined to share this planet and 
its goods. 

We address especially our brothers 
and sisters who bear the name Chris- 
tian. As Christians we must accept 
responsibility for ending violence; 
We must be willing to suffer rather 
than allow a sister or brother to 
suffer, We affirm by our witness 
the moral necessity of people to act 
in good conscience and to resist 
evil, to disarm their lives in acts 
of love and non-violent resistance," 


| US. Strikes 


again... 


The following article was 
taken from a phone conversation with 
John Volpe as told to Cindy Blake. 


At 6:30 am, on Friday, March 
28 (Good Friday), two groups of 


people went to two different missile 


silos outside of Holden, Mo. 

larry Moreland, Jean Gump and Ken 
Rippitoe went to silo M-10, 5 
miles N, of Holden. Darla Bradley 
and John Volpe went to silo M-6, 7 
Miles E, of Holden. 


Each group cut through fences and 


John and Darla's 
Violence ends where 


hung banners, 
banner read: 

love begins, 

pictures of Darla's family, John's 
children and children from around 

the Davenport Worker. Larry, Jean 
and Ken's banner read: Swords ° 


into Plowshares, an Act of Healing. 
Each group hammered on the tracks 
that allow the lids of the silos to 


open. The center track is notched. 
It was this track that was damaged 
and dented to prevent the lid from 
opening to release the missiles, 
They also damaged other electrical 
fixtures. Then both groups poured 
blood on the lids of the silos in 
the form of a cross. They then 
knelt and prayed. Between 7:00 
and 7:15 the Air Force security 
guards arrested the groups. They 
were then taken by civilian police 
officers to Johnson Co, jail. 
After they were all seen at the 


Around the banner were 


in Libya and Honduras, (3-23-86/ 
3-30-86). Let's look at the two 
situations. 

LIBYA-First, we at the Catholic 
Worker do not support anything that 
Khaddafy does but this is no reason 
for the United States to provoke 
an attack. 
place, especially where océans are 
concerned, If the U.S. had wanted 
to practice maneuvers we could have 
easily done so anywhere. Why should 
we pick a location that instigates 
violence? The fact that we've been 
there seven times since 198t makes 
no difference. In fact, I'd think 
the army would need to practice in 


waters that they didn't know so well. 


I don't know about you but I have 
a few questions. P 

The United States alleges that 
Libya is violating intemational 
law by setting the “line of death." 
Since when has the United States 
bothered to look at intemational 
law? The way I look at this line 


of death is that it is within Libyan 


boundaries. The Gulf of Sidra is 
technically a bay, and I realize 
that this is under dispute, but — 


according to law they can draw a line 
across the top and call the Gulf theirs. / 


Anyway, who cares? The only reason 
I see to ever cross that line is to 


The world is a very large 


- : or ae 
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The American*people “see to be” >’ 
extremely naive and extremely 
selfish, We seem to have no con- 
cept anymore about what is morally 
right and we have no concept on 
how to get along with our neigh- 
bors. We want our freedom, our 
food, our money, our oil, our 
bombs, no matter what the cost to 
anyone else. What we are doing in 
Libya is nothing short of terrorism, 
If this is how we "do unto others" 
then maybe we deserve it right back. 

Another question is-why wasn't 
Congress asked or notified about 
firing upon Libyan ships wmtil 
after it happened? United States 
citizens seem to -be living wmder 
a military dictatorship instead 
of living in a democracy. Who is. 
Reagan that he doesn't have to obey 
what"s been put into the Constitu- 
tion? 

Now let's look at Honduras-we've 
sent 69 million recently in aid and 
now we send an additional 20 million 
in military aid (which they uidn't 
ask for)because supposedly the 
Sandinistas invaded Honduras to 
attack contra training camps, To 
my understanding Honduras doesn't 
know why Reagan is making a big 
deal out of this now because this 
isn't out of the ordinary. 

I heard a commentator say that 
he felt the Libyan and Honduran 
episodes occurred so that Reagan 
could get his 100 million for the 
contras. I tend to believe this 
is true, 

I also find it particularly dis- 
gusting of Reagan to say in a speech 
that we need this 100 million for 
the contras because Managua is just 
two days away from Harlingen, TX, 
Talk about overt manipulation and 
stupidity. Anywhere in the world 
is two days away and anywhere im the 
world is, at the most, only thirty 
minutes away from a launched nuclear 
missile. Reagan's supposedly concermed 
because it's a two day drive to 
Managua? When will we wake up and 


smell the coffee? When will we 
cease to accept doublespeak from the 
present administration? 

It's obvious, again, that Catholic 
Workers are frustrated with the 
world situation, We are only 
responsible to call people to seek 
the truth and to act on it. Please 
act by writing to or making phone 
calls to your Senators and Congress 
representatives. Help stop U.S. 
terrorism in the world. The Catholic 
Worker will be organizing actions so 
Please see the announcements page 
and keep in touch, 
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federal building, they were released 
on personal recognizance. 

On Friday, April 4, the Grand Jury 
will decide the exact charges that 
will be brought. Destruction of 
Government Property will be one of the 
charges. The Pre-trial hearing will 
then be April 9, at the federal 
building in Kansas City, Mo. 

The time is unknown. } 
Saat eae are excerpts from their 
statement: - 
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trade with Libya or to attack Libya. 
I've heard that the reason the United 
States is so concerned is that we 
want the oil rights to the Gulf, 

My other question and constant 
source of frustration is, why is it 
allowable that the United States can 
attack, provoke, invade and kill 
people, but no one else in the world 
can? None of the above actions are 
correct or desirable but we're all 
over the Soviet Union and any 
other communist coumtries if they do 
it. The United States breaks inter- 
national law constantly, especially 
militarily with nuclear bombs. 


Visitation 
De ried 


A couple of weeks ago, some friends 
and 1 were planning a trip to Sand- 
stone, MN, to see Rich Miller of 
Kindred House at the Federal prison 
there. (Rich is serving four years 
for tearing up 40 feet of railroad 
track at the nuclear weapons facility 
at Amarillo, Tx.) Everything was 
going great wmtil I got rejected 
by the prison officials as a potential 
visitor. The reason they gave was 
my criminal record, Don't get me 
wrong-my record of convictions is 
nothing to be proud of in my eyes 
or threatened by in theirs. Four 
or five misdemeanor: - umlawful 
entries--almost a badge of the peace 
movement, a grand total of maybe a 
week in jail. No one could . 
construe a visit from me as conceiv- 
ably making Rich Miller more radical. 

Sometimes in my more depressed 
moments, I think those silly little 
C.D. actions are almost harmful to 
bringing about change; they give us 
the feeling we are doing something 
daring and glamorous and significant, 
and the few days in jail which the 
judge could not avoid giving us, 
his children, give us the illusion 
that we understand the misery of 
prisoners and poor people whose entire 
: lives can be described by the word 
es imprisonment; so that we don"t probe 
i any deeper. On my first arrest, as 
I was sitting piously fasting and 
reading my Bible, I heard someone 
say, "She's a political prisoner." 
Another woman said, "I'm a political 
prisoner too, Hell, we're all 
political prisoners." This didn't 
stop me from basking in glorious 
martyrdom when I got out a few days 
later but it’s something to think 
about when my halo gets too heavy. 


Well, anyway, as it turned out, 
the reason I was such a threat to the 
federal prison at Sandstone had nothing 
to do with me, it had to do with 
Rich's activities inside. Rich is 
in the hole indefinitely because he 
has refused to work and thereby 
help them run their machine, In 
addition to locking him down to pre- 
vent him from spreading his danger- 
ous ideas, they are also refusing 
visiting rights to anyone except 
his wife with any convictions on 
their record. Since Rich has been 
living for 5 years in commmities 
whose whole focus is on service and 
resistance, this lets out pretty 
much everyone he Inows except maybe 
his parents. 

If I had to name one person I 
know who has the inner strength to 
deal with that pretty much total 
isolation-being cut off from the 
rest of the prison population and 
cut off rom his friends-it would 
be Rich, Still I can't help 
thinking about how he must feel 
these days as we prepare for war. 

My own fear and despair keep bring- 
ing images in front of me of everyone 
I want to be with when they blow us 
up. t'’m pretty sure Rich looks at 
things with a lot more balance, 

but something of those feelings 

must be there, 


thoughts and prayers and if anyone 


tions, don't forget now), Rich's 
address is: 


Bobbitt 


Norfnans 


So please keep Rich in your 2 


CHR, 


Ry A, Mi 
ichard A, Miller I'm still passing out Christmas 


ae gifts.to people. In reality I'm 
ay ion trying to express that we are all 


brothers and sisters and that we 
shouldn't celebrate peace on earth 
and good will for people for just 
one or two days out of the year, 
When I give a gift I try to make it 
Joyful for them even though things 
may not be so good for then. 


Sandstone, MN 55072 


I've been learning alot about . 
alot of things about how much poor 
people put alot of hopes in trying 
to get ahead by buying lottery tickets 
or even entering sweepstakes and never 
getting anywhere, yet they keep on 
trying like I do. I confess, I 
entered a few sweepstakes and learned 
a little more about hope, which I 
try to share with others. We all 
need some kind of hope to believe 
in order to keep on living. 

In the beginning of my article 
I said something about St, Francis. 
For some time I've been missing alot 
of meetings of the Third Order 
Franciscans. JI plan on joining the 
order as soon as I stop missing 
meetings. ; 

Ido alot of praying like alot of 
people do. Hach day I find that 
I have to do a little bit more 
praying. ‘So instead of closing this 
article with a prayer, I think I'll 
end it with a poem which a friend 
of mine shared with me and which 
I'll now share with you. 


by Wen 


"The Meaning of Faith" 


Faith is more than just a word 
it is a feeling that's deep and true, 


Faith is having courage 
to know as days go by, 
day by day as love 
as faith lives on 
then hope 
can never die. 
Author Unknown. 


Notes 


I'm late at writing my arti- 
cle because I thought about writing 
a couple of poems on what I felt 
was ,happening around the world, 
Perhaps I'll write them for the 
next newsletter, 

Right now I'm busy collecting 
pop bottles and beer cans and 
cashing them in for money to buy 
a truck for myself to share with 
others. I find myself being like 
St. Francis of Assisi collecting 
and begging for rock to repair the 


little church of San Damiano which 
he and his little band of followers 
completed. 

Now that spring is here a few of 
us are talking about doing some 
gardening while we do yard cleaning 
and planting flowers. While all this 
is happening I'm thinking about how 
we might celebrate the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker 10th Anniversary. 
It's kind of funny thinking that 
it was like yesterday Frank just 
started the Worker, and now look, 

10 years later. 

I'm hoping to maybe try to get 
into having a reunion type of 
birthday, but where to start? 

Perhaps God will help me along with 
other people that are still around. 

I would like to do that as part of © 
the Catholic Worker 10th Anniversary.° 


* » 


 Reststance Neus 


b 
J Cindy Blake 


Today, April 1, 1986, I went 
to Thornton Kimes removal heafing. 
Thorton had broken his probation from 
Montana and had come to Iowa. 
Thterton is with the Kindred Community. 
After leaving Montana there was a 
warrant issued to return him to 
Montana. From my understanding, 
everyone in Montana and Iowa wanted 
Thorton's probation status changed 
from Montana to Iowa but Judge H. 
Vietor refused and gave no grounds 
for the refusal. Thorton will now 


be returned to Montana. There is A . 

somewhat of a bright side though. Gece tine dusvies ae oe ee 
Thorton can request, once in Montana, ees od olation 

that his ual eer pi eer Ga NICE words, 

to Lowa. his will take some time : 

put it looks very hopeful for him. ECO ce Sy ony a eens 
We'd like to have him back and from beac mete. Leet wae net 

our understanding Montana wants to ee aoe cies 

get rid of Thorton, so in the end : Belen ola wolan Figaing 
everyone will be happy but this is through dumpstered food 

the long way around the problem. Fdith fides 

Following is a poem that Thorton ca 


wrote while in the Polk Co, jail 


. 3 2 more black girls 
awaiting his hearing. 


added to death row 

sacrificial food for the Gods 
(Prosecutor says we don't care : 
about rehabilitation, we need justice) 


And now that it is humid 


Cry the Beloved Sister 
3/25/86 A Puerto Rican man is locked 


The World Bank, a power in a hole 

that be maker and breaker so humid we 

of countries my dear sister (on the outside) 

works for this money gun 5 smell a cigarette 

of the ship of State; 4a block away 

it is only fitting to sit 

in gaol for her. And now that it is bright 


All that CeCe will have 
- : is a strip, a 2 by 4 and 
a memory of a white woman 


We argued one, she on 
now faded from brilliance 


the side of the Peace-Corps- 
as-the-Greatest-Thing-Around 


Me agreed that it does nice stuff And now that spring is gone 
put this other government the Indian man is still taken 


program: soldiers, guns, planes from his teepee-leather and sinew 
bomb(é) so nuch-more : now bars and steel-press in 


instantly effective than a should have been a trapper 


new school, more frequently man, but a log cabin becomes 
used leaving deeper memory. a wooden frame becomes blocked 


in, 

I troke the law protecting And now that there are children 

nuclear weapons, broke it : My friend, the mother, two, 

in her name (young children will not see her children 

got the point more clearly- will not take them to 

a lesson learned); she baseball games 

lives in Madagascar a maker will not listen to them 

and shaker in Africa beg for outdoors 

point woman for multinational instead of piano- 

fraud-still my sister. ce .She:would (ive it to them) 
if she could. SA GELS aise 


I will continue to speak 

the NO in her name : 
to the real world behind bars 
everywhere all the time 

like Bob Marley once 

noted in song 

I find it necessary. 


Thorton Kimes 


While waiting for Via Pacis b K a , 
to go to the printers we had , y rs 


great news. Montana dropped 


the charges against Thorton so 
10 now his probation is here and f 


he can stay in Des Moines. Praise 
Godt He was freed April 2, 1986. 
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Pastoral letter 


An alternative to war 


My Dear People: 

Am I a yacifist bishop? I don’t 
know. But do know that I have 
strong convictions when the subject 
turns to the arms race, disarmament 
and the nuclear bomb. 

For the past two yeare I have 
written pastoral letters on the oc- 
casion of the anniversaries of the 
bombings of Hiroshima and Naga- 
saki. ] am very uncomfortable with 
the “bad example” that we in the 
United States have set in warfare: 
We were the first to build an atomic 
bomb (1943), and we were the first to 
use it (1945). I believe that itis up to 
us AB A pale to set a. better 
example.: 

In this my third pastoral letter on 
the topicI am limiting myself to one 
theme. That one theme is the advice 
that I quoted from Maryknoll Maga- 
zine in last year’s pastoral: “We can 
examine our own conscience:” 


I INVITE you, in the course of 
reading this pastoral, to begin your 
tortuous conscience formation. Iam 
in no mood to use a heavy-handed, 
authoritarian approach, but I would 
like to open up some areas of re- 
flection. I do this fully aware of my 
duty as a bishop to form the con- 
sciences of my people. 

Our two most recent popes have 
used this phrase “to form conscien- 
ces” more and more frequently. 


Pope John Paul I used it in his re - 


marks to the diplomats of the world 
on Aug. 31, 1978. He called it a pas- 


toral task. “Forming consciences” 


_was his way of forming “public 
opinion.” He felt that if we had the 
correct “fundamental principles” 
then we would guarantee “authentic 
civilization and real brotherhood be- 
tween peoples.” 

In his recent visit to Brazil Pope 
John Paul II told the bishops they 
should inspire the people’s con- 
sciences. 


EACH of us has a personal re 
sponsibility in conscience to come to 
some conviction on the issue of 
atomic warfare, disarmament, etc. 
In forming my conscience it is neces- 
sary for me to turn to someone in 
whom I have confidence. I am mak- 
ing a very important and a very vi: 
tal interior decision. I offer two sour- 
ces in whom I have confidence: first, 
the historical Christ speaking to us 
through the Scriptures; and second, 
the Vicar of Christ who speaks in 
our day and in our time. 

Read with me the fifth, sixth and 
seventh chapters of Matthew and 
the sixth chapter of Luke. 

o~khe-Sermon on the Mount begins 


with the Beatitudes and then says:. 


“You have heard the commandment 
imposed on your forefathers, ‘You 
shall not commit murder; every 
murderer shall be liable to judg- 
ment.’ What I say to you is: Every- 
one who grows angry with his 


brother shall be liable to judgment;: 


any man who uses abusive lan- 
guage toward his brother shall be 
anawerable to the Sanhedrin, and if 
he holds him in contempt he risks 
the fires of Gehenna. If you bring 
your gift to the altar and there recall 
that your brother has anything 
against you, leave your gift at the 


altar, go first to be reconciled with. 


your brother, and then come and 
offer your gift.” (Matt. 5:21-24) . 


of my soul... 
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IN LUKE, we read, “To you who 
hear me, I say: Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you; bless 
those who curse you and pray for 
those who maltreat you. When 
someone slaps you on one cheek, 
turn and give hirn the other; when 
someone takes your coat, let him 


have your shirt as well. Give to all © 


who beg from you.” (Luke 6:27-30) 
These are the words of Jesus. -A 

few months ago a newspaper repor- 

ter interviewed me. I quoted from 


Scripture about turning the other. 


cheek and later in the mail received 
a letter vehemently opposed to this 


kind of thinking. Should we not be. 


gin to think of a non-violent ap- 
proach? Is there any validity in a 
Mahatma Gandlii approach? Has 
the time come for‘us to be Judaeo- 
Christians? The Gospels have some- 
thing to say. Are we listening? 

There is one in our midst today 
who is recognized ss the greatest 
moral force in the world. The person 
ig the Vicar of Christ whospeaks for 
the Mystical Christ, the Body of 
Christ, which is the church. His 
voice has ‘been raised again and 
again as he speaks the message of 
Jesus in our time, 


I WILL not cite numerous quotes 
from his talks here: I will refer only 
to his impassioned speech to 
UNESCO (the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 


- Organization) in Paris on June 2 of 


this year. He warmed these men and 
women.of science against the “hor- 
rible prospect of nuclear war” which 
the world faces. _ 

“T speak to your intelligence and 
to your heart, surpassing all pas- 
sions, ideals and frontiers...to tell 
you, tocry out to you from the depths 
the future of man and 
mankind. is threatened, radically 
threatened...I speak to you in the 
name of this terrible menace which 
weighs on humanity ...,” he said. 

“Consciences must be mobilized 

’ are hia words to the scientists: 
1 he same words are spoken to all of 
us. 


A. WEEK ago I meta professionel | 
friend of mine in Dea Moines, and 
we spoke briefly about the danger of 
war and the necessity of being fully 


- 


we reprinted the following Pastoral 
Letter from The Catholic Mirror, Aug. 
7, 1980. We felt the article worthy 
of another reprint. 

The Editors 


prepared. He was fully convinced we 
should increase our armaments. I 
asked if there were not an alterna- 
tive, perhaps the Mahatma Gandhi 
approach. 

Which position, I ask you, is more 
in conformity with the Christ of the 
Scriptures and the Mystical Chnst 
of today, the church? I am terribly 
afraid, as Pope John XXIII ex- 
pressed it in his encyclical on peace, 
“that the conflagration may be set 


-off by some unexpected and obscure 


event.” 

My professional friend and I re 
spect one another, yet we disagreein 
our stand on arms acceleration and 
disarmament. This person brought 
up Hitler’s rise to power and the 
neceasity of war. I am quick to say 
that I was a priest in the 1940's, and 
I accepted the “just war” theory and 
I supported the obvious need to 
overcome the evils of Hitler in 
Western Europe. 


BUT I am not so certain now. A 
whole new event has happened. Hir- 
oshima has changed my attitude. 

_ Can there be a ‘just war’? Do we 
fulfill the principle of proportion- 
ality? St. Augustine, who gave us 
the “just war” theory, would be hard 
pressed to say that an atomic bomb 
like the one at Hiroshima preserved 
that proportion of good over evil. 

It is estimated thatif one 20-mega- 
ton weapon were detonated in Cen- 
tral New York City, seven million 
people would die from the blast, fire 
storm and radiation that would 
follow. 

Remember what the American 
bishops said in 1968 concerning the 
conflict in Vietnam: “Have we al- 
ready reached or passed the point 
where the principle of proportion- 
ality becomes decisive?” 

As a bishop! am in the business of 
“forming consciences.” Would it not 
be possible to suggest something 
better than atomic weapons? I sug- 
gest imitating Jesus and following 
the pattern of the Gospels with an 
emphasis on the Beatitudes. Mahat- 
ma Gandhi in India and Martin 
Luther King in the United States 
used non-violence and achieved 
much. ~ 


SUPPOSE we were to take a 
small part of otr time, our talent and 
our treasure that we are spending on 
preparations for war and suppose 
we were to put these efforts into 
training for non-violent actions for 
peace. What would happen? Instead 
of arming for an offensive tactic, 
why could we not concentrate on de- 
fensive measures? The savings 
could help the poor. 

I conclude by saying that I do not 
have the answers. But I do plead for 
“constant.and patient dialogue” 
that will lead to your formation-of 
conscience. There must be an alter- 
native to war. In forming your con- 
science I ask you to listen to Christ 
speaking in the Scriptures and to 
the Vicar of Christ speaking in our 
time. 

Praying that America may in- 
creasingly become “One nation, 
under God, indivisible, with liberty- 
and justice for all,” I am 


Sincerely yours in Chnat, 
tT MAURICE J. DINGMAN 
Bishop of Southwest Iowa 
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We ave hara pressed or Cvery side, but not 
crushed a perplexed, hut vot LA despair; fer 
Secuted, hut not abandoned... Sowe Fix 
our eyes not on What & seen, but on what 
ts Unseen. for what ts Seen és temporary, 


but what és “imiseen «eternal. 
I Cor: 4:87,128 


